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'... a multimedia opera, sung
through the stories of people living
in the rain forest. Through sound,
music and video, you will be carried
deep into the rain forest to
experience its beauty, but also the
threats facing its environment and
its peoples...'
Christa Meindersma
3 thousand RIVERS: prelude was
initially commissioned for the 2013
Prince Claus Awards Ceremony at
the Royal Palace in Amsterdam.

directora, Prince Claus Fund
2013 Awards Ceremony

2016 premiere at the Grand Auditorium
Calouste Gulbenkian, Lisbon.

2017 South American premiere at Teatro
Roberto Arias Perez, Bogota, Colombia.

3thousandRIVERS: voices in the forest

Betty Garcéz, soprano (Colombia) and Yetzabel Arias Fernandez, soprano (Cuba), 2016 Lisbon

3 thousand RIVERS has been developed in
close partnership with indigenous
communities of Putumayo, Caquetá and with
Afro-descendants of the Pacific Coast of
Colombia.
By working with local artists from these rain
forests we aim at bringing ancient vocal
techniques and performance skills right into
the heart and practise of contemporary
opera.
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SYNOPSIS - HEARING VOICES
'3 thousand RIVERS: Voices in
the Forest' offers a
contemporary perspective on the
environmental and social
impacts of the current wave of
industrialization underway in the
rain forests of the Chocó, the
Andes and the Amazon in
Colombia and Brazil. For four
years Victor Gama collaborated
with local communities and
artists who live along some of
the main rivers in the Putumayo,
Caquetá, Chocó and Pará to
hear the voices of those who
suffer these impacts first hand.
The work was developed in close
cooperation and support by
environmental and artist's
organizations Amazon
Conservation Team Colombia,
Mas Arte Mas Acción and Flora
ars+natura based in Bogotá,
Putumayo, Caquetá and Choco.

ORIGINS
'3 thousand Rivers' is the fourth
large composition in the series
'Música para Rios' started by
Victor Gama in 2006 with 'Rio
Cunene' exclusively written for
the Kronos Quartet which
premiered at Carnegie Hall in
2010, 'Rio Cubango'
commissioned by the Prince
Claus Fund and the Amsterdam
Fund for the Arts, premiered at
Het Concertgebouw, and 'Vela
6911' commissioned by the
Chicago Symphony Orchestra's
Music Now cycle and staged at
Harris Theater, with support
from the Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation.
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TEXT AND SCORE
Central to the text and score is Roberto
Franco's book 'Cariba Malo', the late
Colombian anthropologist who traced the
history of the Yuris, an indigenous
community who lives in voluntary isolation
in the Puré National Park in the Amazonas
Department in the Colombian Amazon.
The book describes a forced encounter by
a white settler in 1969 which went viral in
the international media, and their
struggles to avoid any further contacts
with the outside world, from the seventies
of the last century to the present, when
they saw themselves in the midst of the
interests of missionaries, hunters,
loggers, guerrillas, gold miners and drug
traffickers.
The score divided into three acts lasts
approximately 90 minutes, and the action
takes place along the great Amazonian
rivers of these regions like Putumayo,
Caquetá, Tocantins and others on the
Pacific coast like Napi and Timbiqui.
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CHARACTERS
Idia: Yetzabel Arias Fernandez - soprano
Menesthos: Betty Garces - soprano
Idia and Menesthos are two Oceanides
who sing the nature of the forest, their
rivers and their current dramas and
simultaneously assume the role of some of
the testimonies of the forest dwellers. They
represent the resistance and the worldview
of the peoples originating in the Amazon
and who have lived there sustainably for
thousands of years.
In Greek and Roman mythology, Oceanides
are the ocean nymphs, daughters of
Oceanus and Thetis and inhabit the deep
and inaccessible seas. The Oceanides had
3,000 rivers as their offspring, thus
embodying the fecundity of the water that
feeds all animals and forms the sap of all
plants.

Auka: Waira Nina Jacanamijoy
traditional Inga chant
In the Inga worldview, an Amazonian
people currently living in Colombia, the
Aukas are invisible beings that inhabit the
forest. The Aukas can observe all without
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being seen, are transparent therefore,
and only manifest and become visible
when they so wish.
Caraballo: Jaime Lopez Kiriyateke
Murui-Muina traditional song.
In a first contact with a tribe in voluntary
isolation in the Park of the Pure River in
1969, a family was made hostage by the
army and retained for months in La
Pedrera. Caraballo, the head of the
family (named by his captors because he
resembled a famous Colombian boxer)
managed to free himself and his familly
and return to the tribe's malouca through
the intervention of a French journalist
and pressures from the international
community. Since then he has never
been seen again and his community
remains in voluntary isolation avoiding
any contact with the national society and
strangers that infiltrate in his territory.

Wairanina Jacanamijoy,
Yuraiaku Inga community,
Caquetá (Colombia)

In 3thousandRIVERS we've made
extensive use of surround sound
in a 6 + 1 channel configuration
using QLab to sync video and
audio to a click track sent to the
conductor.

INSTRUMENTATION:
one flute;
two trombones;
one basson;
two violins;
two violas;
four cellos;
two percussionists (tradicional
percussion, bass drum, tubular
bells);
two musicians (Victor Gama,
Salomé Pais Matos) playing toha,
acrux and dino.
five singers.

'... music in its maximum expression of orchestration and song, dance, poetry,
prose, video, photography, coupled in harmony and contrast that moves and
stimulates, not only the senses, but also, and fundamentally, the emotions ...'
Alonso Ojeda Awad, Kienyke, Bogotá
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Jaime Kiryiateke,
Murui Muina community,
Amazonas (Colombia)

3thousandRIVERS:voices in the forest
world premiere, Lisbon, 6th May 2016
Gulbenkian Orchestra
Rui Pinheiro, conductor
Victor Gama, composition, video
Otelo Lapa, stage director
Yetzabel Arias Fernandez (soprano | Cuba)
Betty Garcés (soprano | Colombia)
Waira Nina Jacanamijoy (singer | Colombia)
Jaime Lopez Kiriyateke (singer | Colombia)
Pedro Ojeda (percussion | Colombia)
Urian Sarmiento (percussion | Colombia)
Salomé Pais Matos (toha | Portugal)
Victor Gama (toha, acrux, dino | Angola)
Paulo Machado (sound engineer | Portugal)
Rui Peralta (show control | Portugal)
Jeff Dubois (lighting design | Belgium)
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INVITING A PRODUCTION OF 3thousandRIVERS
Requires:
12 musicians of a local orchestra
Travel:
a group of up to 10 people which
include singers, percussionists,
composer/musician, conductor,
technicians and producer.
Technical rider, budget, more
production details upon request.

in November 2011 at Concertgebouw
in Amsterdam as part of the series
'Música para Rios'. In 2012, a
commission by the Chicago Symphony
Orchestra resulted in "Vela 6911" a
piece for an ensemble of musicians of
that orchestra premiered at Harris
Theatre, Chicago in 2012 and staged
on the 20th of January !2013 at the
Gulbenkian Foundation in Lisbon. His
most recent piece, '3thousandRIVERS:
Voices in the Forest' was
commissioned by the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation and premiered
in Lisbon on the 6th of May 2016.

VICTOR GAMA
'the event's most impressive and
resonant mix of sound, vision and
concept was Instrumentos, an
exhibition/performance in the beautiful
Paul Hamlyn Hall by Angola-born
composer and musician Victor Gama.
Each instrument is a beautiful object;
each implies a different audio-visual
journey that's both ethnic and high
tech.'

The Guardian

Victor Gama (Angola/Portugal) is a
composer, performer, designer of
innovative musical instruments as well
as an electronics engineer. He holds a
BSc in electronics engineering and an
MA in Music Technology from the Sir
John Cass Faculty of Art, Architecture
and Design in London and was recently
guest artist at the Center for Computer
Research in Music and Acoustics at
Stanford University and at MIT Center
for Art Science and Technology.
Gama has collaborated with the Kronos
Quartet who premiered his piece 'Rio
Cunene' at Carnegie Hall in March
2010.
'Rio Cubango', commissioned by the
the Prince Claus Fund and the
Amsterdam Fund for the Arts premiered
3thousandRIVERS: voices in the forest

In 2017 he presented his most recent
work, Aisa Tanaf: the Book of Winds, at
the Kennedy Center with musicians of
the National Synphony Orchestra
conducted by Edwin Outwater. He has
exhibited his instruments and sound
installations and performed extensively
in Africa, Latin America, USA, Canada
and Europe, and was commissioned to
design instruments for museums such
as the National Museums of Scotland
and the Clay Center in West Verginia.
Among several albums and recordings
for dance and film, his album Pangeia
Instrumentos was released by Aphex
Twin on Rephlex Records. Naloga is a
recent compilation of works specially
released for the exhibition
INSTRUMENTOS installed at the Royal
Opera House in London, the Fundación
Carlos De Amberes in Madrid, Teatro
São Luiz in Lisbon and Museu Nacional
de Antropologia in Luanda, Angola.

Biographies
Jaime Kiriyateke
Jaime Kiriyateke was born in Puerto Berlin, in
Colombia. He belongs to the Murui-Muina nation
of the Caqueta province in the Colombian
Amazon. He is a young singer and dancer native
to traditional music and culture.

Pedro Ojeda
Yetzabel Arias Fernandez
was born in Havana where she graduated in
singing at the Instituto Superior of the Arts. She
continued her studies at the Accademia
Internazionale della Musica di
Milano. She won the International
Baroque Singing Competition of Chimay
(Belgium). Since then she performed in
prestigious venues in Europe and in 2013 she
started an important collaboration
with Ton Koopman.

Betty Garcés
was born in Buenaventura, in Colombia. She
studied singing at the conservatory Antonio
Maria Valencia in Cali. She traveled to Germany
to proceed with her vocal studies. In 2012 she
concluded the Master of Arts from the Superior
School of Music in Cologne, having specialized
in Opera and Lied. In 2013-14 she was a
member of the "Junges Ensemble" of the
Gelsenkirchen Opera. Currently she is part of the
program "Solo Klasse -Konzertexamen " of the
Superior School of Music at Hannover Theater.

Pedro Ojeda is a composer, drummer and
Colombian percussionist who explores the roots
of his countrie's music and rhythms from around
the world. He is part a new generation of bands
such as Los Pirañas, Rompe Rayo, Frente
Cumbiero and Onda Tropica having participated
in many festivals In Colombia and all over the
world. He collaborates with Victor Gama since
2013.

Urián Sarmiento
Colombian percussionist, gaitero, a musicologist
and producer, Urian was part of the Colombian
alternative rock band Aterciopelados and
founder of the Curupira group. He was also
Antonio Arnedo's drummer and has recorded
and collaborated on more then thirty albums of
Colombian music.

Waira Nina Jacanamijoy
Interdisciplinary artist, Waira Nina is also a
cultural activist and consultant for the Inga nation
in the Colombian Amazon. Heir of the traditional
ceremonies of Ambiwaska, she has a valuable
knowledge which was relevant for the
recognition of the Inga territories and for the
creation of a the Inga language broadcasting
network. A researcher of ancestral traditions she
composed music for the Amazon Intercultural
Radio Network and for a
record in collaboration with artists from
Colombia, Peru and Ecuador.
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Salomé Pais Matos
Studied harp at the National Conservatory of
Lisbon and at the Conservatory
Giuseppe Verdi of Milan, where he concluded a
masters degree. She has performed extensively
in Portugal and in Europe, having played in at
prestigious venues like Concertgebouw in
Amsterdam and the Royal Opera House in
London.
Salomé is a harp teacher at the University of
Children's Musical Academy and at the Loures
Conservatory of Arts.

The Amazon Conservation Team
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"Magnificent night today at the Gulbenkian ...
a work where everything ends up converging into a
contemporary art form that's fair, honest and human."
Vitor Belanciano, Público, Portugal

V is it o u r v id e o c o lle c tio n a t:
3thousandRIVERS channel
and find more details on Victor Gama's website:
here
Contact:
Joana Seguro
email: contact@joanaseguro.com
w h a t s u p / m o b i l e : + 3 5 1 934 812 417
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MusicNOW EXPLORES NATURAL WORLD THROUGH
DIGITAL PRISM WITH SPECIAL GUEST VICTOR GAMA
Monday, March 5 at 7 p.m. at Harris Theater in Millennium Park

CHICAGO — The third concert in this season‟s MusicNOW series explores the natural
world through a digital prism on Monday, March 5 at 7 p.m. at Millennium Park‟s Harris
Theater for Music and Dance. Hosted and curated by CSO Mead Composers-inResidence Mason Bates and Anna Clyne, the series offers groundbreaking
compositions and collaborations; this concert features a world premiere piece from
Angolan-born composer and instrument builder Victor Gama.
Gama‟s Vela 6911—written specifically for MusicNOW—was inspired by the secret
nuclear test carried out by South Africa in Antarctica in 1979 and detected by the Vela
6911 satellite. Principal Conductor Cliff Colnot leads the piece, which fuses Gama‟s
unique, handmade instruments—the Acrux, Toha and Dino from his Pangeia
Instrumentos series—with beautiful digital projections created from Gama‟s specially
undertaken trip on a polar research ship to the Antarctic Peninsula in January 2011 to
collect sound and video to incorporate into the piece.
Also featured is Mason Bates‟ chamber work Red River, which traces the complete path
of the Colorado River from the Continental Divide in the Rocky Mountains to the river‟s
end in the Sonoran Desert. Evan Ziporyn‟s Speak, At-man!, a wandering piece for solo
flute and piano, rounds out the program.
Before the concert, music in public spaces of the Harris Theater is provided by Justin
Reed of illmeasures Chicago. The postconcert reception performance features original
electronic compositions from Dubfront Records recording artist Ryan Keesling
(Searchl1te) with accompaniment from Dominick Johnson on electric viola. The
postconcert reception also includes complimentary food and drink.
The final MusicNOW concert of this season takes place on Monday, May 14, 2012,
featuring members of the Chicago Symphony Chorus led by Chorus Director and
Conductor Duain Wolfe.

Victor Gama
Vela 6911
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domingo 20Janeiro 2013
19:00h — Grande Auditório
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VELA 6911
VICTOR GAMA

MULTIMEDIA CONCERT
Friday 6th March 7:30 pm
Dinkelspiel, Stanford University

VICTOR GAMA WITH

STANFORD NEW ENSEMBLE
CONDUCTED BY JINDONG CAI

p h o t o : v i c t o r ga m a

ALERT 747 exhibit
CECIL H. GREEN LIBRARY
South Lobby
3 Februar y to 9 March, 2015

VELA 6911

A MULTIMEDIA PIECE BY VICTOR GAMA
This concert and Green Library exhibit is produced in collaboration with the Stanford Department of Music,
Stanford University Libraries (SUL) and the Center for Computer Research in Music and Acoustics (CCRMA).

STANFORD NEW ENSEMBLE
JINDONG CAI CONDUCTOR
VICTOR GAMA ACRUX, TOHA, DINO, COMPOSITION, VIDEO
DAVID GRUNZWEIG TOHA
CHRIS CHAFE CELETO
JOHN GRANDZOW DAXOPHONE
ALISON RUSH CETACANT
ALVARO BARBOSA RADIAL STRING CHIMES
DAVID KERR VIDEO TECHNOLOGY
Vela 6911 is based on the diary of Lieutenant Lindsey Rooke, an officer who was on board one of the
ships taking part in a secret nuclear weapons test conducted in 1979 by the South African apartheid
regime off the coast of Antarctica. The test, detected by a US satellite called Vela, was the validation
of apartheid’s military power that engulfed the whole Southern African region in a destructive ‘coldwar’ conflict in the late 70s and 80s. Her diary, found in 2001 by South African journalist Stacy
Hardy, reveals someone in conflict over her love for nature and the mission she was on, which left a
trace of devastation, death and radioactive contamination in one of the most pristine and protected
environments on earth.
The idea to compose Vela 6911 started at Stanford in 2010 when Gama was a SICA Arts Visitor
at the Humanities Center. Valuable contributions during the research phase of this project were
provided by Stanford University Libraries and specifically by librarian, Regina Roberts. The piece was
subsequently commissioned by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and premiered at Harris Theater
in 2012. It was presented at the Gulbenkian Foundation in Lisbon in 2013 and in Luanda, Angola in
2014. Vela 6911’s video component was shot in Antartica by Gama in January 2012. In 2013, Gama
gifted all of his Vela 6911 research and production content materials to the Archive of Recorded
Sound at Stanford University Libraries. This collection features 507 videos, 3,093 high-resolution
photographs, 600 research documents, scanned original scores and performance information.
This multi-faceted collaboration also represents the important role of libraries in the cycle of
research, access to historical insight, creative output, and thinking through contemporary issues
and challenges. The performance of this piece by the Stanford New Ensemble with Gama and
collaborators from CCRMA is a unique opportunity to make this collection come alive, one that
challenges representations of the past and encourages current generations to evaluate more deeply
the consequences of our actions.

Victor Gama
a composer whose process begins with the creation
of an entirely new instrument, one whose design is
steeped in symbolic meaning. Concept design, the
selection of materials, fabrication, and scoring is all
part of the rigorous way Gama creates new music
for the 21st century, blending current fabrication
technologies with ideas, materials and traditions
inspired by the natural world. He holds a BSc
in electronics engineering and an MA in Music
Technology from the Sir John Cass Faculty of Art,
Architecture and Design in London. Gama has
collaborated with the Kronos Quartet who premiered
his piece ‘Rio Cunene’ at Carnegie Hall in March 2010.
‘Rio Cubango’, commissioned by the the Prince Claus
Fund and the Amsterdam Fund for the Arts premiered
in November 2011 at Concertgebouw in Amsterdam.
His most recent piece ‘3thousandRIVERS: prelude’,
for ensemble and soprano singers was commissioned
for the 2013 Prince Claus Awards Ceremony at the
Royal Palace in Amsterdam. He has exhibited his
instruments and sound installations and performed
extensively in Africa, Latin America, USA and Europe.
His album Pangeia Instrumentos was released by
Aphex Twin on Rephlex Records. www.victorgama.org

Jindong Cai
Jindong Cai joined the Stanford University faculty in
2004 as the Director of Orchestral Studies and Associate
Professor of Music in Performance. He is Music Director
and Conductor of the Stanford Symphony Orchestra, the
Stanford Philharmonia Orchestra, and the Stanford New
Ensemble. He is also the Artistic Director of the Stanford
Pan-Asian Music Festival, which he founded in 2005.
Jindong Cai serves as the Principal Guest Conductor
of the Shenzhen Symphony Orchestra in China, and of
the Mongolia State Academic Theater of Opera and Ballet
in Ulan Batar. Jindong Cai received the ASCAP Award
for Adventurous Programming of Contemporary Music
with the Stanford Symphony Orchestra. He has recorded
for Centaur, Innova, and Vienna Modern Masters labels.
Together with Sheila Melvin, Mr. Cai has co-authored
several New York Times articles on the performing arts
in China and a book Rhapsody in Red: How Western
Classical Music Became Chinese..

KRONOS QUARTET e VICTOR GAMA
CENTRO CULTURAL DE BELÉM | 21 DE NOVEMBRO, 21H
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CONTACTOS IMPRENSA
africa.cont@gmail.com | Tel. 218 170 893

M/12 ANOS
BILHETES: 15€
À VENDA NO CCB E TICKETLINE
DESCONTOS HABITUAIS (para bilhetes adquiridos no CCB)
Desconto de 25% para menores de 25 anos e maiores de 65
5€ – estudantes e profissionais de espectáculos (n.º limitado de bilhetes)
Desconto de 20% para grupos de 10 a 50 pessoas

